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1. About Stedham with Iping 

 

1.1 This section gives the background to the issues facing the parish and a 

point of departure for the Neighbourhood Plan. In summary:  

 

(i) The Parish of Stedham with Iping is about two miles west of Midhurst 

and extends from Bowley Farm in the north to just south  of the old 

Midhurst-Petersfield railway line in the south. The parish was created 

in 1972 when the separate parishes of Stedham and Iping were 

combined.  

(ii) The ecclesiastical parishes had been combined in 1959 and in 2016 they 

were incorporated into the united benefice of Stedham, Iping, Lynch 

and Milland. The Rector now lives in Milland. 

(iii) The civil parish includes the villages of Stedham and Iping, the hamlets 

of Tote Hill, Quag’s Corner, Minsted and Ingrams Green, and numerous 

isolated groups of buildings, mostly former farmsteads, such as Stubb 

Hill Farm, Stubbs Farm House and Bowley Farm, scattered among the 

fields and woods of the northern third of the parish and, like 

Bridgelands Farm, south of the A272.  

(iv) The parish covers an area of 2,671 acres (1081 ha) with 346 households 

in 2011 and a total population of 767.  

(v) The land surface rises from 39 metres above sea level in the south to 

183 metres in the north, creating a landscape of considerable variety. 

(vi) The entire parish lies within the South Downs National Park.  

(vii) The historic core of Stedham, including Bridgefoot Farm and the sports 

field, is a Conservation Area.  

(viii) Stedham has a church, primary school, pub, the Memorial Hall, the 

Recreation Ground (village green), allotments and a sports field with a 

handsome new pavilion.  Iping, with a much smaller population, has a 

church and a pond which in the 17th century powered an iron-forging 

hammer and later, the mill. 

(ix) In both villages the listed picturesque and historically important 17th-

century stone bridges over the Rother remain in use. 

(x) Both villages are in rural settings. Iping is especially secluded. Farmland 

and horse-pasture extend east and west beside the river and up to the 
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greensand ridge to the north. There are many foot-paths, some giving 

spectacular views of the South Downs.  

(xi) In the adjacent parish of Woolbeding 700 acres (283 ha) of mostly 

common land are protected by the National Trust. South of the A272 is 

Iping and Stedham Commons Local Nature Reserve, 308 acres (125 ha) 

of rare lowland heath where in May nightjars come to nest. The 

Commons are owned and managed by the Sussex Wildlife Trust.   

(xii) In 1990 Greathouse Farm which bounds Stedham to the east became a 

polo field, well cared-for, but now rarely used. 

(xiii) From before 1876 there was a timber-yard just west of Stedham. It 

closed in about 1965 and the site is now in light industrial use. There is 

a large commercial sand-pit adjacent to Stedham Common which is 

currently closed. 

(xiv) The principal concerns of the parish council are a lack of affordable 

housing in the parish as a whole and in Stedham a lack of car-parking 

space.  

 

1.2 History 

The villages of Stedham and Iping are two of a chain of eight villages 

and hamlets that lie along the river Rother on its winding course 

between Easebourne and Sheet. These settlements grew up around the 

river-crossings that carried traffic through the narrow lanes of west 

Sussex until the Midhurst-Sheetbridge Turnpike (now part of the A272) 

opened in the 1880s. 

For centuries life in Stedham and Iping depended on agriculture, wood-

working and the river. The pace of change was slow. There were a few 

small farmers and most able-bodied men were farm-labourers. Others 

were employed in the Iping paper-mill and the Stedham flour mill. 

There were blacksmiths, carriers, wheelwrights and young, less skilled 

woodworkers making hurdles and wattle-fencing.  

A tithe map of Stedham drawn up in 1845 shows the church and mill, 

the Great House (now Stedham Hall), the Rectory, a few houses 

scattered along what is now the Street, a cluster of buildings at Minsted 

and not much else. 
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Stedham began to change in 1876 when Alexander Scrimgeour (1835-82), 

joint-founder of a successful firm of London stockbrokers, built a new 

house at Tote Hill which he called Wispers. A few years later he bought 

the manor of Stedham which included most of the village.  In 1915 his son, 

John Alexander Scrimgeour (1872-1925), moved into Stedham Hall, 

hitherto occupied by a succession of tenants.   

Now, for the first time the Lord of the Manor and principal landowner 

lived in the parish. This had a profound effect on the character and 

appearance of Stedham. The Scrimgeours were rich and took an 

enlightened view of their responsibilities to their tenants and employees. 

Between 1884 and 1943 they gave the village a Reading and Recreation 

room, public baths, land for allotments, the Recreation Ground (village 

green), a miniature rifle range (now the Memorial Hall) and the Sports 

Field. They built houses in the Street and School Lane, including two pairs 

of farm cottages in the Street and a row of eight, known as Christmas 

Cottages, in School Lane. For each new house they provided a garden 

large enough to keep a family in vegetables and to provide scraps for hens 

and swill for a pig. It was probably through the influence of John 

Scrimgeour that the Stedham Board School was built in 1879 on land 

which he owned. 

 

Christmas Cottages in School Lane, built by Mrs John Scrimgeour (1872-1943) in about 1937. 
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Stedham Board School in 1913, now Stedham Primary School. The school opened in 1879. 

 

 

    Stedham Primary School c.2009. 
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The Street looking north c.1912. The old barn was converted into a Recreation and Reading Room by 

Mrs Alexander Scrimgeour and presented to the village with a library of 150 books in 1884. It was later 

known as The Collins and Sports Club. It closed in 2012 and was again converted in 2015, this time into 

three dwellings. It is one of four buildings in Stedham which are end-on to the street, giving diversity 

and interest to the street scene.  This image also shows the wide grass verges characteristic of 

Stedham and a glimpse of the field which was to become the Recreation Ground.  

The second watershed year in the evolution of Stedham was 1950 when 

the Scrimgeour estate was lotted up and sold. It was also the year in which 

Chichester District Council began to build houses for council tenants in 

Common View. Today, there are 119 houses in Common View and 

Hamilton Close, many of them now privately owned.  It has become by far 

the largest concentration of households in the parish. 

 One of the largest land-holdings in the parish is the Minsted Estate which 

is owned by All Souls’ College, Oxford, and farmed by a tenant who has a 

dairy herd.   The total number of dwellings at Minsted including converted 

redundant farm buildings is about 16 

 

Iping is a much smaller place and more thinly populated. Indeed, the 

village itself consists only of church and manor house, the former mill-

pond, a handful of houses on the approaches to the old bridge and a few 
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more built recently on the site of the mill.  From the 16th century the 

lordship of the manor was held by two families, the Bettesworths of 

FitzHall and then in the 19th century three successive generations of the 

Hamilton family who lived at the Manor House, but Iping never had a 

squire to match the philanthropy of the Scrimgeours. Its economy 

depended on the fluctuating fortunes of the mill which at first produced 

flour and later, paper. It was the biggest employer in the parish and when 

business was good the population of both villages increased to cope with 

the rising demand for labour.  The mill closed in 1925 and in the 1980 the 

buildings were destroyed by fire.  

Up the hill to the north of Iping is Hammerwood House, a handsome stone 

house built in 1875 as the rectory. A mile further north is the hamlet of 

Tote Hill, dominated by St Cuthman’s School, formerly known as Wispers 

and now once again unoccupied.  A mile south of the village across the 

A272 on flat land with a commanding view of the Downs is the scattered 

hamlet of Ingrams Green. 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

1.2 Significant Features  

Two features in particular give Stedham its distinctive quality.  

The first is its loose and open plan, interspersed with ‘pools’ of green 

public space which vary in size and shape; that is to say, the sports field 

and the Recreation Ground, the little grass triangles where the Street 

meets School Lane and the Alley, the larger triangle at Tye Hill (privately 

owned, but unfenced) and the wide grass verges on both sides of the 

Street. The cumulative effect is expansive and calming. 
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 Green at the junction of the Alley and the Street c.1960.  

 

 

  The same view in 2009.  
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The Recreation Ground before 1935. The principal green space in Stedham, it  

was given to the village by Mrs Annie Esther Chatterton (1898-1984) in 1948.  Mrs Chatterton, 

only child of John Scrimgeour, was married first to Arthur Russell (1885-1929) and secondly to 

Brigadier George Chatterton (1911-1987). She was the last member of the Scrimgeour family to live 

at Stedham Hall. 

 

 

The Recreation Ground in 2009. 
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Tye Hill in about 1955, showing one of the green spaces which are characteristic of Stedham. 

 

Secondly, there are certain views out of the village between and over 

buildings which make a significant contribution to this distinctive sense of 

openness. There is the view from the Recreation Ground of the domed 

summit of the field west of the Memorial Hall rising above Myrtle Cottage, 

and the view north from Tye Hill, now unfortunately blocked by conifers. 

The view east across the polo field from the sports field is also important, 

as are the open views to east and west on the approach to Stedham from 

the A272. Each of these views is a precious community asset and 

specifically protected by this Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Martin Drury - 

Improved by Jane Crawford - 

18 September 2017. 

 

 

 


