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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Stedham with Iping Parish is a rural community and is surrounded by agricultural, forestry and 

common land.  Ever-increasing pressures from development and urbanisation has meant that a 

number of open and green spaces which are important features of the Parish need identification and 

protection. 

Following the assessment of such important open spaces around the Parish, the Steering Group have 

identified a number which are considered to satisfy the criteria for designation as Local Green Space 

and/or Local Community Space.  Details of the spaces, the methodology used and the resulting 

assessments are contained within this document. 

Given the topography of the Parish, a number of views have also been identified through 

consultation.  While no national designation exists for their protection, this document also contains 

a detailed assessment of such views and a selection of certain views as being significant and valuable 

to the community. 
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OPEN SPACES 

INTRODUCTION 
It has become clear through our survey of residents that open and green spaces are important and 

significant features valued by the community. They are a vital constituent in establishing the rural 

nature of the Parish. 

The following have been identified by the local community, through consultation exercises, and by 

the Steering Group as areas that should be considered for local green space or local community 

space designation. It is recognised that some of the locations identified may be protected under 

other designations: 

Ref. Name / Location 

1 The Recreation Ground (Village Green)  

2 Polo Fields 

3 The allotments in Common View 

4 Green spaces, which are not verges on the Common View estate 

5 Common land to the north of the A272 and south of School Lane from Fry's Farmhouse to the 
Hamilton Arms 

6 Stedham Sports Ground 

7 Fields to the west of The Street at the entrance to the village 

8 Land to north side of the River Rother from Iping Bridge to Stedham Bridge 

9 Land to south side of the River Rother from Iping Bridge to Stedham Bridge, including Stedham Hangar 

10 Land to north side of the River Rother from Stedham Bridge to the east Parish Boundary with 
Woolbeding 

11 Land to south side of the River Rother from Stedham Bridge to the east Parish Boundary with 
Woolbeding 

12 Rectory Field to the north of Sandy Lane and the Common View estate  

13 Common land to the north of A272 and south of the Rotherfield Nurseries track, from School Lane to 
Iping Lane 

14 Fields to either side of Mill Lane 

15 Field to the east of Iping Lane opposite St Mary's Church 

16 Stedham and Iping Commons 

17 Minsted sand pit 

18 Land between Tye Hill House and Stedham Bridge to the west side of The Street 

19 Green verges on either side of The Street, from School Lane, and the grass triangles 

20 Playing field land at Common View. 

 

This document will look at how these important spaces can be addressed within the plan. 
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HOW THESE SPACES COULD BE ADDRESSED 
The Neighbourhood Plan has the ability to introduce policies to guide where development is placed 

and how it should look. As open spaces are generally undeveloped, policies relating to them mainly 

seek to prevent their loss. The following designations/policies could be considered in this Plan. 

LOCAL GREEN SPACE 

Open spaces may be designated as Local Green Space where they are demonstrably special to the 

local community, whether in a village or in a neighbourhood in a town or city. 

To be designated as Local Green Space, an area should meet the criteria set out in para 77 of the 

National Planning Policy Framework. Whether to designate land is a matter for local discretion. For 

example, green areas could include land where sports pavilions, boating lakes or structures such as 

war memorials are located, allotments or urban spaces that provide a tranquil oasis. 

The Local Green Space designation is a way to provide special protection against development for 

green areas of particular importance to local communities. Areas can be designated in local and 

Neighbourhood plans and these plans should identify these areas on a map and “designate” them 

for special protection. 

Designating any Local Green Space will need to be consistent with local planning for sustainable 

development in the area. This means land should not be designated that would prevent 

development in suitable locations to meet local identified development needs. 

Land designated as Local Green Space could potentially be nominated for listing by the local 

authority as an Asset of Community Value which falls under separate legislation and outside of the 

planning system. Being an Asset of Community Value gives the community a “Right to Buy” if the 

owner wants to dispose of the land. 

OTHER LOCAL DESIGNATIONS 

Whilst not recognised at national level, a Neighbourhood Plan can introduce local designations and 

policies to support these designations where justified and where they do not prevent the delivery of 

identified development needs. These can provide protection for small spaces and/or large tracts of 

land and policies included within the Neighbourhood Plan should provide guidance for any 

development proposals that fall with in those areas. 

One such designation considered by the Steering Group was “Local Community Space.” This would 

be for areas considered worthy of a degree of protection but which do not meet the criteria for the 

Local Green Space designation. 

METHODOLOGY 
The following methodology has been used to identify which areas should be identified as Local 

Green Space or Local Community Space, and which areas should not be designated at all. 

All identified areas where assessed against the following criteria, and a response assigned to each 

criterion (Yes/No): 

1. Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves  

2. Demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance  



Page 6 of 37 
 

3. The area is local in character and not an extensive tract of land  

4. Actively and currently used by the community  

For an area to be designated as Local Green Space, they must meet criteria 1, 2, and 3. 

For an area to be designated as Local Community Space, they should not be designated as Local 

Green Space and must meet criteria 1, 3 and 4. 

The following guiding principles were used when assessing the open spaces against the criteria set 

out in the methodology. 

1. Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

The proximity of a Local Green Space to the community it serves will depend on local circumstances, 

including why the green area is seen as special, but it must be reasonably close. For example, if 

public access is a key factor, then the site would normally be within easy walking distance of the 

community served. 

2. Demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance 

It should judge how important the space is to the local community, this can be shown through 

consultation responses. Local significance can relate to a wide range of things such as its beauty, 

historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its 

wildlife. The space could act to enhance the wider setting, perhaps as a consequence of views 

afforded either into from SDNP or out of the area towards other areas of the village or SDNP. 

3. The area is local in character and not an extensive tract of land. 

This is open to interpretation but generally it should refer to the scale of the space and whether it 

reflects the surrounding locality. If an area covers a large area (a large field, or multiple fields for 

example) it should be considered an extensive track of land. 

4. Actively and currently used by the community. 

In assessing whether a space is ‘actively’ and ‘currently’ used (whether that use is formal or 

informal) the frequency of use, who the site is being used by, and whether it is well maintained for 

that use should be considered. Just because a footpath passes through an area does not necessarily 

mean the whole space is actively and currently in use. 

ASSESSMENT OF SPACES 
All areas have been assessed in accordance with the above methodology and these assessments can 

be found in Appendix 1. 

The table below shows a summary of the assessment findings (✓=Yes & ✗=No): 
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1 The Recreation Ground (Village Green)  √ √ √ √ 
2 Polo Fields √ X X X 
3 Allotments in Common View √ √ √ √ 
4 Green spaces which are not verges on the Common 

View estate 
√ √ √ √ 

5 Common land to the north of the A272 and south of 
School Lane from Fry’s Farmhouse to the Hamilton 
Arms 

√ √ √ √ 

6 Stedham Sports Ground √ √ √ √ 
7 Fields to the west of The Street at the entrance to 

the village 
√ X √ X 

8 Land to north side of the River Rother from Iping 
Bridge to Stedham Bridge 

√ X √ X 

9 Land to south side of the River Rother from Iping 
Bridge to Stedham Bridge, including Stedham 
Hangar 

√ √ X X 

10 Land to north side of the River Rother from 
Stedham Bridge to the east Parish Boundary with 
Woolbeding 

√ √ X X 

11 Land to south side of the River Rother from 
Stedham Bridge to the east Parish Boundary with 
Woolbeding 

√ X √ X 

12 Rectory Field to the north of Sandy Lane and the 
Common View estate. 

√ √ √ X 

13 Common land to the north of A272 and south of the 
Rotherfield Nurseries track, from School Lane to 
Iping Lane 

√ √ √ √ 

14 Fields to either side of Mill Lane √ X X X 
15 Field to the east of Iping Lane opposite St Mary's 

Church 
√ √ X X 

16 Stedham and Iping Commons √ √ X √ 
17 Minsted sand pit √ √ X X 
18 Land between Tye Hill and Stedham Bridge to the 

west side of The Street 
√ √ √ √ 
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19 Green verges on either side of The Street, from 
School Lane, and triangles 

√ √ √ √ 

20 Playground at Common View √ √ √ √ 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
Following the review of open spaces contained within this document, a number of spaces are 

considered to meet the criteria for designation as Local Green Space and/or Local Community Space. 

It has also shown that 9 spaces do not meet the criteria set for designation and protection within the 

neighbourhood development plan.  

The conclusions set out below set out which spaces could be designated by the Steering Group in the 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

A map showing the spaces can be found at Appendix 2. 

LOCAL GREEN SPACE 

The following spaces could be designated as Local Green space in the Neighbourhood Development 

Plan as they comply with the criteria set out at paragraph 77 of the NPPF: 

Ref. Name / Location 

1  The Recreation Ground (Village Green). 

3 Allotments in Common View. 

6 Stedham Sports Ground. 

12 Rectory Field to the north of Sandy Lane and the Common View estate 

20 Playground at Common View. 

 

LOCAL COMMUNITY SPACE 

In accordance with the methodology set out in Section 2 of this document, the following spaces 

could be designated as Local Community Space in the neighbourhood development plan: 

Ref. Name / Location 

4 Green spaces, which are not verges, on the Common View estate. 
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5 Land to the north of the A272 and south of School Lane from Fry’s farmhouse to the Hamilton 
Arms 

13 Common land to the north of A272 and south of the Rotherfield Nurseries track, from School 
Lane to Iping Lane 

18 Land between Tye Hill and Stedham Bridge to the west of the Street. 
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KEY VIEWS 
Much of the rural character and charm of the Parish derives from the views it provides over the 

National Park in which it sits. These views are considered by the Steering Group to be important to 

the Parish and local community.  

The Steering Group have therefore set out to identify ‘Key Views’ which are considered to have local 

value and importance, and which should be afforded protection within the Neighbourhood Plan.  

In total, 20 views have been identified for consideration and assessed within this document.  

METHODOLOGY 
Views have been considered by members of the Steering Group and these considerations are set out 

below. The intention has been to identify which views are special to the local community for their 

historical or landscape value and which views, whilst still important, bear no significant value to the 

community as a whole.  

The views considered includes panoramic, short distance and long distance views across countryside 

or within the village setting. 

It is recognised that the value of a view will always be somewhat in the eye of the beholder. 

However, every effort has been made throughout this assessment to apply common standards to 

the evaluation of views in order to minimise subjectivity.  

The assessment of the identified views is set out below: 

 

Ref. View Name Consideration 

In
cl

u
si

o
n

? 

1 View from A272 and 
footpaths towards 
Stedham Church 

View of the historic church rising above the surrounding trees 
and houses. Stedham hanger is in the background. The church 
of St James has remained virtually unchanged in its setting 
from this point, over the last two centuries. This is the view of 

YES 
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Ref. View Name Consideration 

In
cl

u
si

o
n

? 

Stedham motorists catch as they pass by on the A272.

 

2 Views from The Street 
across Polo Grounds 
and fields 

Views north to Blackdown with arable fields in the medium 
distance, wooded areas and the polo fields in the foreground. 
Gives the village an open aspect on its eastern edge and 
southern entrance.

 

NO 

3 Up Sandy Lane Not considered panoramic NO 
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Ref. View Name Consideration 

In
cl

u
si

o
n

? 

4 View from the 
Recreation Ground, 
looking west over 
Rectory Field (see 
photo) 

View from the historic heart of Stedham into the adjoining 
meadow. This gives the village its open, rural aspect.

 

YES 

5 View across Rectory 
field from Sandy Lane 

This is not a special view, so much as a feeling of open space 
 

NO 

6 Views either side of 
Mill Lane 

Not particularly significant as views go, so much as a feeling of 
open space 

NO 

7 View across Rectory 
Field from Iping Rise 

Not particularly significant as views go, no especial landmark 
seen 

NO 

8 View looking south 
from Tentworth and 
Stubbs Hill 

A spectacular panoramic view of the South Downs, in the 
distance with the greensand valley between the ridge and the 
Downs. The view from this part of the ridge excludes the 
pylons which mar the view from other spots. 

 
 

YES 

9 Views to the Downs 
from Stedham 
campsite 

A panoramic view but very similar to View 8, marred by the 
line of pylons and slightly obstructed by trees, hence not 
preferred. 

NO 

10 Footpath 1131, views 
from Woolbeding 
boundary towards the 
Downs 

Not considered a view, rather a gap or open space 

NO 



Page 13 of 37 
 

Ref. View Name Consideration 

In
cl

u
si

o
n

? 

11 Footpath 1129, views 
of Stedham Hall, 
gardens and of 
Stedham Mill 

Specific to Stedham views of the river and important listed 
historic buildings. The Hall which has been the main house of 
the village, the mill dating back to the seventeenth century, 
along the river which gave Stedham its heart. However, this is 
not considered sufficiently panoramic to be considered a view. 

NO 

12 From Tumuli on Iping 
Common 360 degree 
view 

Epic, historic view from Blackdown Hills in the north east to the 
South Downs with Iping Common in foreground

 
 

YES  

13 Footpath 1144, from 
Hammer Lane to Iping 
with a view of St 
Mary’s church 

View of the historic St Mary’s church in its setting. The church 
was built in 1840, and except for its tower rebuilt in 1886. The 
view passes down over arable land toward the river, with the 
village houses alongside the lane and the church in the trees, 
before the land falls away to the River Rother. This is not 
considered significant enough as the church is largely hidden, 
and the views not far reaching. 

NO 

14 Views over field 
immediately opposite 
Iping church 

Not considered a particularly special view, rather an open 
space. NO 

15 Views up and down 
from Stedham Bridge 

Typical view of the River in Stedham, but not considered 
panoramic or special enough. NO 

16 Views from footpath/ 
bridleway from 
Stedham to Iping 
looking north 

Attractive view of open sandy fields and woodland along the 
river course. 

NO 

17 View down over 
Woolhouse Farm to 
the ponds, meadows 
and South Downs 
beyond 

Especially historic and attractive view of the listed farmhouse 
in the foreground with the Local Wildlife Site beyond. The 
unimproved stone buildings and natural meadows hark back to 
a previous century and hold a particular value in the affections 
of the community. The view is revealed as you walk down the 
footpath from Redford or along from Wispers and stretches 

YES 
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Ref. View Name Consideration 

In
cl

u
si

o
n

? 

right across the parish and beyond to the south.

 

18 Views from Iping 
Common to the north 
and to the Downs in 
the south 

Too broad an area to choose a specific view X 

19 Views from the finger 
post on Elsted Road, 
where the junction to 
Ingrams Green is, 
across farmland 
towards the Downs 

A particularly good view of he views to the South Downs 
showing the section from Harting Down to Didling where the 
views are specific to the parish. 

 

YES  
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Ref. View Name Consideration 

In
cl

u
si

o
n

? 

20 Views from the 
footpath below 
Minsted sandpit to 
the South Downs. 

Particularly attractive view across open countryside, with 
arable field and chestnut woods to the foreground and the 
South Downs in the distance 

 

YES 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
In accordance with the assessment carried out above it is therefore considered that 8 identified 

views within the Parish should be afforded special protection within the Neighbourhood Plan. These 

are: 

Ref. View Name 
1 View from A272 and footpaths towards Stedham Church 

2 Views from The Street across the polo grounds to the north east 

4 View from the Recreation Ground, looking west over Rectory Field (see photo) 

8 View looking south from Tentworth and Stubbs Hill 

12 From tumuli on Iping Common, panoramic 360 degree view 

17 View looking south over Woolhouse farm roofs 

19 View from the finger post at Ingrams Green south west to the South Downs 

20 Views from the footpath below Minsted sandpit across farmland and copses to the 
Downs 
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APPENDIX 1 - DETAILED ASSESSMENT OF OPEN 

SPACES 
  

 

Ref: 1 

Name/Location: The Recreation Ground (Village Green)  

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Situated within the village of Stedham and surrounded by 
those that use it. 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

The central focus of the old village which has a history of 
community use for events and recreation. 

    ✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

An important part of the village street scene and setting. 
Not extensive in size.  

✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

There are items of play equipment for children and a 
shelter for teenagers to meet. The land is actively used by 
the village for events such as fairs and village barbeques.  ✓ 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Green Space, and is 
classified as such in the Local Plan also. 
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Ref: 2 

Name/Location: Polo Fields 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

The land surrounds the village to the east of Stedham. 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

 Originally agricultural land, which now has a 
designation for polo use, it forms a historic barrier 
between the village and the A272 placing the village in 
its original context of a settlement that grew up around 
the River Rother. It is an important feature in views of 
the village from the surrounding area. However it is not 
considered demonstrably special in terms of the NPPF 
guidelines. 

X 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

The views across the polo fields looking east from The 
Street and further down the village are important to the 
open character of the edge of the village. It is an 
extensive tract of land.  

X 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

The land is privately owned but historically the owners 
have allowed parking and some use for village events. 
There are two well used footpaths on the land (1127 
and 1127/1). 

X 

  

Summary / 
Conclusion 

Does not meet the criteria for Local Green Space 
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Ref: 3 

Name/Location: Allotments in Common View 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Situated at the end of Common View in the village of 
Stedham 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

The land provides important facilities for residents of 
Stedham and is important to the community.  

✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

Local in character and not extensive 

✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

The allotments are well used by villagers. 

✓ 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Green Space, and is 
classified as such in the Local Plan also. 
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Ref: 4 

Name/Location: Green spaces, which are not verges, on the Common View estate 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response 

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

The areas are situated in front of the houses and flats in 
Common View 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

These areas form an important green space which softens 
the intensive development of the estate. However, whilst 
these spaces may be important it is not considered that 
they are ‘demonstrably special’ – the fact that some 
members of the community would wish the spaces be 
reduced to facilitate additional car parking shows this. 

X 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

The area is not extensive. The green spaces allow some 
houses to be set back from the roadside to break up the 
density of the housing. ✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

The few areas of open space for use by residents within 
the Common View estate and are actively used as such. 

✓ 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Community Space 
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Ref: 5 

Name/Location: Common land to north of A272 and south of School Lane from Fry's Farmhouse 
to the Hamilton Arms. 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Forms the majority of one side of School Lane, surrounding 
the school and used by patrons of the Hamilton Arms who 
wish to sit outside. ✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

It is demonstrably special in terms of beauty, recreation 
and tranquillity and separates the village from the A272. 

✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

The area contributes to the local character of a small 
village based around the River Rother which is separated 
from the A272. It is a fairly narrow strip of land.  ✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Used extensively for walking by villagers. The school also 
has an informal playground here. The pub has outside 
seating. Parking is available along School Lane side. ✓ 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Community Space 
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Ref: 6 

Name/Location: Stedham Sports Ground 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

The Sports Ground lies directly behind the houses in The 
Street. 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

Given to the villagers in the early 20th century by the 
owners of Stedham Hall as a sports ground. It is used by 
village organisations for recreation and sport, ✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

Contributes to the village character and not an extensive 
tract of land.  

✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Many sports fixtures and events for the village are 
regularly held there.  

✓ 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Green Space, and is 
classified as such in the Local Plan also. 
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Ref: 7 

Name/Location: Fields to the west of The Street at the entrance to the village 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

The fields form the border to The Street from the junction 
of the A272 to the village entrance.  

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community and 
holds a particular local 
significance 

 It forms a historic barrier between the village and the A272 
placing the village in its original context of a settlement that 
grew up around the River Rother. However it is outside the 
settlement of Stedham and not used for village recreation 
activities. However it is not considered demonstrably 
special in terms of the NPPF guidelines. 

X 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

These are private fields used for grazing. It is part of the 
wider setting of Stedham. It is not therefore considered 
appropriate to designate it as a LGS. X 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

The land is private and used for grazing horses.  

X 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space does not meet the criteria to be designated Local Green Space 
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Ref: 8 

Name/Location: Land to north side of the River Rother from Iping Bridge to Stedham Bridge 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Situated between and within walking distance from both 
Iping and Stedham. 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

Runs alongside River Rother and provides views across 
open farmland from interconnecting bridleway. However it 
is outside the settlement and the public cannot access or 
use it. However it is not considered demonstrably special 
in terms of the NPPF guidelines. 

X 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

Yes, and is not an extensive tract of land. 

✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Privately owned but views from footpath on other river 
bank are important.  X 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space does not meet the criteria to be designated Local Green Space 
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Ref: 9 

Name/Location: Land to south side of the River Rother from Iping Bridge to Stedham Bridge, including 
Stedham Hangar 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the community 
it serves 

Situated between and within walking distance of both Iping and 
Stedham. 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special to a 
local community and holds 
a particular local 
significance 

Runs alongside River Rother and provides views across open 
farmland from interconnecting bridleway. Partly covered by 
ancient woodland, it slopes steeply up and is heavily wooded 
along its ridge with mature trees, which provide a sense of 
protection and drama to those using the historic footpath and 
bridleway that runs between the villages. It is valued by the 
community for its beauty, tranquilities and wildlife. 

✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

The presence of trees along the ridge above the river is 
particularly characteristic of the aspect of land next to the River 
Rother. It is an extensive tract of land X 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Bridleway and footpath run parallel but not on this land although 
they benefit from its views and they are well used by the 
community.  X 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space does not meet the criteria to be designated Local Green Space 
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Ref: 10 

Name/Location: Land to north side of the River Rother from Stedham Bridge to the east Parish 
Boundary with Woolbeding 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Yes within walking distance of local community. 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community and 
holds a particular local 
significance 

Footpath runs along banks of River Rother overhung by 
woodland typical of parish. Partly covered by ancient 
woodland. The area is typical of the local landscape and 
does not hold a particular significance above the beauty 
and tranquillity offered. However it is not considered 
demonstrably special in terms of the NPPF guidelines. 

X 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

It is an extensive tract of land. 

X 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Footpath between Stedham and Woolbeding Parish is well 
used by the community. X 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space does not meet the criteria to be designated Local Green Space 
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Ref: 11 

Name/Location: Land to south side of the River Rother from Stedham Bridge to the east Parish 
Boundary with Woolbeding 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Yes within walking distance of local community. 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

Footpath runs along banks of River Rother overhung by 
woodland typical of parish. However it is not considered 
demonstrably special in terms of the NPPF guidelines. X 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

Yes. 

✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Privately owned but important to the community for views 
from the footpath on the opposite side of the river. X 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space does not meet the criteria to be designated Local Green Space 
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Ref: 12 

Name/Location: Rectory Field to the north of Sandy Lane and the Common View estate. 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Yes. It borders central  and western part of village. 

      ✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

This field provides important open and uphill views from the 
surrounding houses and up Sandy Lane from The Street. It 
borders the conservation area forming an important green 
boundary and setting the village in its location amidst 
agricultural land.  

  ✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

Yes. It borders the a large part of village and is not an 
extensive tract of land.   ✓ 

4. Actively and 
currently used by the 
community 

Privately owned agricultural land.  

  X 

  

Summary / 
Conclusion 

This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Green Space 
  

  

  



Page 28 of 37 
 

Ref: 13 

Name/Location: Common land to the north of A272 and south of the Rotherfield Nurseries track, 
from School Lane to Iping Lane 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Yes - within walking distance of both Stedham and Iping. 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

A continuation of wooded common land which runs 
between the villages and provides a vital buffer between 
the A272 and the settlements. It is demonstrably special in 
terms of tranquillity and beauty. 

✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

Yes. It is not extensive. 

✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Footpaths and a bridleway run through it and provide a 
protected approach to the crossing of the A272. 

✓ 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Community Space 
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Ref: 14 

Name/Location: Fields to either side of Mill Lane 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Yes - within walking distance of Stedham and situated 
either side of a private road and a footpath leading to 
Stedham Mill.  ✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

Provides open views and aspect from the footpath to 
woodlands bordering River Rother on one side and open 
fields on the other side. This is typical of many footpaths 
and fields in the Parish. However, it is not considered 
demonstrably special in terms of the NPPF guidelines. 

X 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

It is an extensive tract of land 

X 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Privately owned. Footpath runs between fields in question 
from village across River Rother. X 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space does not meet the criteria to be designated Local Green Space 
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Ref: 15 

Name/Location: Field to the east of Iping Lane opposite St Mary's Church 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Yes - within walking distance of centre of Iping  

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

Provides open and elevated views out over farmland which 
borders River Rother. However, it is not considered 
demonstrably special in terms of the NPPF guidelines. X 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

This is an extensive tract of land 

X 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Private land but a footpath runs through it alongside the 
River Rother then along the eastern edge towards 
Hammerwood House. X 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space does not meet the criteria to be designated Local Green Space 
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Ref: 16 

Name/Location: Stedham and Iping Commons 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Yes - within walking distance of both Stedham and Iping. 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

Internationally important Heathland Nature Reserves 
managed by Sussex Wildlife Trust and crucially important 
to character of Parish. ✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

It is local in character but is an extensive tract of land. 

X 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Footpaths and bridleways run across them and they are 
used extensively by both local community and those from 
further afield. ✓ 

  

Summary / Conclusion Not able to be designated as either Local Community Space or Local 
Green Space due to the size of the area.  
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Ref: 17 

Name/Location: Minsted sand pit 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Yes within walking distance of Minsted and Stedham 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community and 
holds a particular local 
significance 

 Adjacent to Stedham Common Nature Reserve and 
represents continuation of rare lowland heathland of 
Stedham and Iping Commons. Home to rare sand martins 
who nest in the banks. 

✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

It is an extensive tract of land. 

X 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Private land from which footpaths were diverted when the 
pit was opened in the 1940s. X 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space does not meet the criteria to be designated Local Green Space 
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Ref: 18 

Name/Location: Land between Tye Hill and Stedham Bridge to the west side of The Street 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

At the north end of the village before Stedham Bridge.  

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

Tye Hill is said to be the oldest dwelling in the village and 
this land which belongs to it, has historically always been 
unfenced, and used as a route to the bridge. It is the visual 
gateway to the village from the north, and provides the 
first impression of the openness of the village streets. 

✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

It is a visual continuation of the open green verges which 
characterise The Street and contributes to the open 
character of the village.  ✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Private land but parishioners have permission to park 
there for church services.  X 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Community Space 
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Ref: 19 

Name/Location: Green verges on either side of The Street, from School Lane to Mill Lane as well 
as the grass triangles. 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

The sites are in The Street, I the historic centre of Stedham 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special 
to a local community 
and holds a particular 
local significance 

Historically used by Minsted Commoners for grazing. The 
verges and triangles contribute to the unique quality of 
The Street's landscape. ✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

The verges are an important and unusual feature of the 
centre of the village.  

✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Used by the community as roadside footpaths as there are 
no pavements.  

✓ 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Green Space, but 
will not be designated as the guidelines of NPPF preclude verges. They 
are in any case protected as part of the conservation area. 
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Ref: 20 

Name/Location: Playing field land in Common View 

  

Assessment criteria Comments Response  

1. Reasonably close 
proximity to the 
community it serves 

Situated at the end of Common View 

✓ 

2. Demonstrably special to 
a local community and 
holds a particular local 
significance 

Highly valued by the local community and provides important 
recreational facilities for the whole village. 

✓ 

3. The area is local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land 

Not extensive 

✓ 

4. Actively and currently 
used by the community 

Actively used by families from all parts of the village. 

✓ 

  

Summary / Conclusion This space meets the criteria to be designated Local Green Space, and is 
classified as such in the Local Plan also. 
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APPENDIX 2 – MAP OF OPEN SPACES ASSESSED 
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