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STEDHAM WITH IPING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Lucy Petrie and Clerk meeting with Amy Tyler-Jones, SDNPA Neighbourhood Policy Officer at South Downs 
Centre on Wednesday 12 July 2017. 
 
Statutory Procedure: 

• We designate an area for the plan:   Parish of Stedham with Iping 

• Letter from the qualifying body SIPC to SDNPA asking for our parish to be designated as an area for 
a Neighbourhood Plan (NP).    The SDNPA will respond in 2 weeks. 

• Community involvement for agreement and suggestions. e.g drop in session, residents survey 

• Once draft plan is prepared it has to go out for consultation with statutory bodies eg neighbouring 
parish councils, WSCC Highways, CDC, EA, Historic England, SDNPA etc, significant landowners and 
local community organisations.   This takes 6 weeks. 

• The plan then goes for examination by an independent examiner.   This takes 6 weeks. 

• Once it has been accepted by SDNPA and their examiner, there is a parish referendum.   50% of all 
who vote means the plan gets through and can be adopted. 

• It will sit alongside the current local plan which should be the SD Local Plan which includes the 
Sawmills Site – we would be likely to have SS and our sites, or our plan could replace theirs. 
 

We explained that we hoped to put forward our sites at the Public Inquiry and the SS site would be  
rejected. 
 
Cost and funding 
Estimates cost between £3,000 to £8,000.   This includes printing, room hire for meetings, planning 
consultancy support, type setting the plan.   SDNPA pays for the referendum. 

We can apply to Locality.org.uk who are responsible for NP grants of up to £9,000 and £15,000 if allocating 
sites for housing because there has to be a sustainability appraisal for housing.  Amy suggested getting 
planning advice for alternative sites. (This website looks helpful). 
  
We wish to keep the plan simple and basically concentrate on housing and landscape. 
Amy:  This is fine, it is possible to extend the plan later including the enlarging the designated area. 
 
Preparation 
First step is to approach landowners of sites.   We envisage about 6 sites small sites.  
Amy:   

• Disadvantage is that with 3-4 houses only 1 is affordable whereas sites with 6 or more 50% need to 
be affordable.    Affordable is 80% of market rate.   70% should be rented affordable. 

• Sites would need strategic environmental assessment to see if there is a significant environmental 
impact.    Also a sustainable assessment. 

• Suggested employing an individual consultant (Fittleworth and Petworth had one so did Patching 
which had specific issues) – she could give us some names. 

• We should make a call for sites, this probably involves speaking to landowners. 

• IMPORTANT TO RECORD EVERYTHING WE DO 
 
Consultation statement 

• Must explain how we have gone about making the plan e.g. community involvement, talking to 
landowners, clubs and societies in the parish. 

• National Park basic conditions are easier that the National Planning Policy because they adopted 
the CDC Local Plan 1999. 

• Promote sustainable development. 
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• There are 4 EU obligations covering development protecting wildlife sites ,e.g. bats Amy thought 
these wouldn’t apply to us. 

• Excluded development e.g. minerals and waste. 

• NP in National Park:  partnership management plan about what everyone can do together. 
 

Steering group 

• There is a terms of reference template. 

• Memorandum of understanding setting how we will work together with SDNPA. 

• Bury had done a survey (questionnaire) which might be helpful. 

• Amy suggested looking at Patching and Petworth plan as good examples 
 

Amy Tyler-Jones agreed to be our point of contact at SDNPA. 

 


