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INTRODUCTION 
The Parish lies within the South Downs National Park, which was designated in 2012. This national landscape 

designation provides for the highest level of protection within the planning system. 

Stedham and Iping Parish includes a Site of Special Scientific Interest, at Iping Common, as well as eight Local 

Wildlife sites, and two Notable Road Verges. 

There is additionally a Local Nature Reserve which covers Iping and Stedham Commons and part of which is 

in the SSSI. 

In order to maintain these special environmental designations each site has to be managed in a unique and 

prescribed manner 

The Stedham with Iping Neighbourhood Plan seeks to manage our unique environmental resources so that 

any development is not detrimental to them and they remain in as pristine a conditions as is possible. 

As well as looking after our local environment the Parish can also be affected by environmental disasters 

such as flooding. 

This plan seeks to mitigate the effects which heavy rainfall can have on dwellings, particularly those adjacent 

to the River Rother. 

Wherever anyone is in the parish one environment they can experience is the enjoyment of the dark night 

sky. This is a Stedham with Iping Parish policy which is cherished by many residents and enshrined in our 



   
 

   
 

Dark Skies Policy. 

 



   
 

   
 

SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST IN STEDHAM WITH IPING PARISH 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest are areas notified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as being of 

special interest for nature conservation. They represent the finest sites for wildlife and natural features 

supporting many characteristic, rare and endangered species, habitats and natural features. Notification as 

a SSSI is primarily a legal mechanism organised by Natural England and selected according to specific 

scientific criteria. The Guidelines for the Selection of Biological SSSIs, published in 1989 by the Joint Nature 

Conservation Council, set down the selection criteria for both biological and geological SSSIs. 

There are over 4,000 SSSI’s in England of which just under 150 are in Sussex. Natural England is responsible 

for identifying and protecting these sites. This is achieved, primarily, in partnership with SSSI owners and 

managers. 

Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW) anyone who intentionally or recklessly destroys 

or damages any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features of an SSSI is guilty of an offence. 

They are liable, on summary conviction, of a fine of up to £20,000. 

One of the most important features of the parish is its lowland heathland which exists throughout its 

commons.   Lowland heathland has become increasingly rare both in the United Kingdom and Europe and a 

significant reason why 307 acres, comprising Stedham Common, Iping Common, Trotton Common and 

Fitzhall Heath are designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  

The citation was made in 1954, and revised in 1980, and is due to the area being ‘one of the richest examples 

of lowland heathland remaining in West Sussex. It is of particular interest for its invertebrate fauna, which 

includes several rare spiders. The site is of county importance as a breeding site for heathland birds, and is 

the only site in Sussex for an uncommon species of grass’. 

From a parish point of view the commons are widely used by residents and visitors for walking, riding, 

birdwatching and cycling. There are two carparks for Iping Common, and footpaths from Stedham village to 

Stedham Common. 

 

  



   
 

   
 

IPING COMMON SSSI  
This site, designated in 1986, includes Trotton, Iping and Stedham Commons as well as Fitzhall Heath. It is 

one of the richest examples of heathland remaining in West Sussex and is of particular interest for its 

invertebrate fauna which includes several rare spiders. The site is of county importance as a breeding site 

for heathland birds, and is the only site in Sussex for an uncommon species of grass. 

As is typical of the Sussex commons, this heathland has developed on soils derived from the lower greensand. 

The majority of the heath is 'dry' although there are also smaller, wetter areas. Other habitats present 

include woodland, scrub, grassland and two ponds in the north of the site. 

The site was extensively damaged by fire in 1976. Although much of the fauna was lost at the time, this has 

provided a rare opportunity to study the rate of heath recolonisation, and has particularly encouraged the 

regeneration of heather Calluna vulgaris. 

The majority of the heath is dominated by heather and bell-heather Erica cinerea with dwarf gorse Ulex 

minor also present. Where drainage is impeded on north Trotton and part of Stedham Commons this dry 

heath grades into a wetter heathland type where an increase in cross-leaved heath Erica tetralix and purple 

moor-grass Molinia caerulea is found. Where surface water is permanently present purple moor-grass 

becomes dominant with deer-grass Trichophorum cespitosum and heath rush Juncus squarrosus locally 

abundant. These areas of wet heath also support a rich moss flora which includes Polytrichum commune, 

Sphagnum tenellum and Dicranum spurium. 

Grassland is mainly confined to the rides which cross the site. Creeping and common bent grasses, Agrostis 

stolonifera and Agrostis capillaris respectively, dominate drier areas; purple moor-grass and soft rush Juncus 

effusus on wetter areas. Iping Common is the only Sussex site for bristle bent grass Agrostis curtisii, a record 

not verified recently. 

The site supports a rich invertebrate fauna. Prior to the fires of 1976 109 spider-species (Arachnida) had 

been recorded, including such notable rarities as Centromerus aequalis a species new to Britain, Micaria 

silesiaca and Prosopotheca corniculans. Amongst the butterflies there were important local populations of 

the silver-studded blue Plebejus argus and the grayling Hipparchia semele. The dragonflies Odonata were 

also well-represented. 

 

The Commons are of county importance for breeding bird’s; typical heathland species include nightjar and 

stonechat. 



   
 

   
 

LOCAL NATURE RESERVE (LNR) 
Iping and Stedham Commons Local Nature Reserve (LNR) which comprises all the common land south of the 

A272 , which is in the SSSI apart from Fitzhall Heath. It also includes some small areas of common land north 

of the A272, but west of Iping lane. Apart from some areas of Trotton Common both the LNR and SSSI are 

wholly in our parish. 

The land in the LNR and in the SSSI is under the management of Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT) which owns the 

larger part of Stedham Common and has a long lease on most of Iping Common.   SIPC works closely with 

SWT and is represented on the LNR Management Advisory Committee. 

Stedham Common extends to the east side of Minsted Road where some 28 acres is under separate 

ownership.   This part of Stedham Common is not part of the SSSI or LNR. 

 

The current state of the SSSI areas according to DEFRA are: 

Stedham Common - Favourable condition, with a condition risk thread of high 
Iping Common - Unfavourable – recovering condition, with a condition risk threat of medium 
Fitzhall Heath - Unfavourable – recovering condition, with a condition risk threat of medium 



   
 

   
 

LOCAL WILDLIFE SITES (LWS 
Formerly known as Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI), Local Wildlife Sites are identified at a 

county level. They typically form a network of sites that are recognized to be of local conservation 

importance and are often included in Local Authority development plans. 

There are many sites within East and West Sussex and Brighton and Hove that are not recognised under the 

national designation of SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) but are of considerable wildlife value due to 

the special interest of their flora or fauna. In May 1990 a Sussex‐wide project was instigated to identify which 

non‐ designated sites were important for wildlife. The selected sites are now known as Local Wildlife Sites. 

The aim of this project was to protect such sites from land management changes, which may lessen their 

nature conservation interest, and to encourage sensitive management to maintain and enhance their 

importance. 

Sites within both rural and urban areas were considered but the evaluation process considers two types of 

site under slightly different criteria: 

Rural sites -  that may contain habitats such as heathland or ancient woodland, must be of county‐

wide importance. 

Urban sites -   should recognise the importance of safeguarding important urban wildlife sites, to link 

all significant greenspaces and to ensure that people in towns have easy access to 

wildlife areas. 

After extensive survey work, the selection of LWS was made by a panel of expert ecologists. This panel 

included representatives from the relevant County Council, English Nature (now Natural England) and the 

Sussex Wildlife Trust. A range of specialists with either specific species knowledge or a sound knowledge of 

the county’s ecology were also involved with the selection process. Assessment and identification of LWS is 

a continuing process with new sites being identified and others deleted as ecological knowledge of the total 

resource and specific sites increase. 

In West Sussex LWS selection is steered by the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC), whereas in East 

Sussex it is steered by East Sussex County Council in partnership with the district and borough councils. 

Currently there are over 600 LWS in Sussex. 

Although LWS have no statutory protection they need to be considered in the planning process through 

Planning Policy Guidance such as PPG9 which refers to the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 Section 30. 

This states that nature conservation issues should be included in the surveys of local authority areas to 

ensure that the plans are based on fully adequate information about local species, habitats, geology and 

landform. Plans should be concerned not only with designated areas but also with other land of conservation 

value and the possible provision of new habitats. 

LWS citations outline the characteristics of the area based on its semi‐natural vegetation and the underlying 

geology and are in three main sections :‐ 

Summary -  which highlights the nature conservation importance of the site 

Site description -  which gives further descriptive details about the site and its associated species 



   
 

   
 

Management recommendations - which give a brief indication of the type of management that 

would best maintain the nature conservation interest of the site. 

There are six Local Wildlife Sites within the parish. These are not managed by a specific environmental 

organization but rely on private landowners for their preservation. Each has been identified and assessed for 

vulnerability by ecologists and their citations are set out below. 

 

  



   
 

   
 

1. SEVERALS BOG  

Site Ref: C105 Owner: Private 

District: Chichester Size (ha): 1.6 

Parish: Woolbeding & Stedham with Iping Date: Identified May 1997 

National Grid Ref: SU864215 Author: 
Bruce Middleton & Graham 
Roberts 

Habitat: Alder carr, unimproved meadow and stream  
 

SUMMARY 

Severals Bog lies on the Lower Greensand beside the Severals Stream, a tributary of the River Rother. 

According to an estate map of 1840, it was formerly an Osier bed but is now dominated by Alder carr. 

Although small, the bog is of great interest for its plants, fungi and molluscs. The adjacent small meadow is 

also of interest. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

Severals Bog is dominated by Alder and Crack Willow. In parts the bog is 3m or more deep. The bog supports 

an interesting flora which includes Marsh‐marigold Caltha palustris, Marsh Valerian Valeriana dioica, 

Opposite‐leaved Golden‐saxifrage Chrysosplenium oppositifolium, Wood Forget‐me‐not Myosotis sylvatica, 

Scullcap Scutellaria galericulata, Bog Pondweed Potamogetum polygonifolius, Wood Club‐rush Scirpus 

sylvaticus, Greater Tussock‐sedge Carex paniculata and Star Sedge C. echinata. Two fungi which are very rare 

in West Sussex, Bog Beacon Mitrula paludosa and Scarlet Elf Cup Sarcoscypha austriaca can be seen in the 

bog in spring. The mosses are also of note and include Sphagnum recurvum and S. auriculatum. 

Considering the rather acidic nature of the bog, it supports an unusually diverse molluscan fauna. This may 

suggest that the area has experienced a long period with only minimal disturbance. 

The drier edges of the bog support an uncommon plant, Climbing Corydalis Corydalis claviculata. 

Across the stream from the bog lies a very small meadow. The very rare Round‐leaved Water‐crowfoot 

Ranunculus omiophyllus occurs on bare, muddy patches in the meadow in late spring. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Severals Bog is probably best left unmanaged. However, it is hoped that the small meadow can be managed 

to prevent colonisation by Bramble, scrub and trees. 

2. WOOLHOUSE FARM MEADOWS 

Site Ref: C121 Owner: Private 

District: Chichester Size (ha): 3.07 

Parish: Stedham with Iping Date: Identified June 2003 

National Grid Ref: SU859248 Author: Simon Curson 

Habitat: Wet grassland   



   
 

   
 

SUMMARY 

The site consists of three wet meadows with a stream running through them and some mature trees. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The meadows at this site are varied and have a rich flora. Typical, unimproved grassland species present 

include Yarrow Achillea millefolium, Cuckoo‐flower Cardamine pratensis, Common Knapweed Centaurea 

nigra, Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris, Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa, Germander Speedwell Veronica 

chamaedrys, Devils‐bit Scabious Succisa pratensis, Meadow Foxtail Alopecurus pratensis, Sweet Vernal Grass 

Anthoxanthum odoratum and Crested Dog’s‐tail grass Cynosurus cristatus. 

The drier areas are slightly acidic as indicated by the presence of Lesser Stitchwort Stellaria graminea and 

Common Cat’s‐ear Hypochaeris radicata. 

Many parts of the meadows are damp or wet and this is what makes the site so special. These areas have 

many typical damp grassland species such as Common Marsh Bedstraw Galium palustre, Bog Stitchwort 

Stellaria alsine, Ragged Robin Lychnis flos‐cuculi, Water Forget‐me‐not Myosotis scorpioides and Brooklime 

Veronica beccabunga. However, they also have several scarce species. These include Marsh Willowherb 

Epilobium palustre, Square‐stalked St. John’s‐wort Hypericum tetrapterum, Creeping Forget‐me‐not 

Myosotis secunda, Nodding Bur‐Marigold Bidens cernua, Bog Pimpernel Anagallis tenella and Bristle Club‐

rush Isolepis setacea. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

These meadows will remain in their excellent condition for wildlife if they are either lightly grazed with sheep 

in the autumn and spring or cut each autumn and the cuttings removed from site. 

3. HENFIELD WOOD    

 Site Ref: C123 Owner: Private 

 District: Chichester Size (ha): 10.2  

 Parish: Stedham with Iping Date: Identified June 2003 

 National Grid Ref: SU845208 Author: Simon Curson 

 Habitat: Semi‐natural woodland     

SUMMARY 

A species rich coppiced woodland on the clay just south west of Stedham. It is most notable for its large 

population of Herb Paris, a rare plant in West Sussex. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The woodland is mostly Hazel coppice with Oak and Ash standards, with much Field Maple. It has a good 

range of commoner woodland species including many ancient woodland indicator species such as Wood 

Anemone Anemone nemorosa, Pignut Conopodium majus, Wood Spurge Euphorbia amygdaloides, Yellow 

Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon, Wood Sorrel Oxalis acetosella, Primrose Primula vulgaris and Goldilocks 

Buttercup Ranunculus auricomus. 



   
 

   
 

Bluebell Hyacinthoides non‐scripta is especially abundant in the north of the wood and Common Twayblade 

Listera ovata is frequent. Early Purple‐orchid Orchis mascula is also common with several hundred plants 

recorded in 2000. 

There are also one or two scarcer species recorded at Henfield Wood. Herb Paris Paris quadrifolia is a rare 

plant in West Sussex and it is estimated that there were 500 plants in 2000 in the southern part of the wood. 

Spurge Laurel Daphne laureola is also present. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

A management regime involving coppicing, selective thinning of standards and ride management should be 

considered. Any existing woodland rides should be maintained. It would probably be beneficial to widen 

some by coppicing adjacent shrubs on a short rotation. 

4. WICK WOOD, HAMMER WOOD & POND COPSE COMPLEX 

 Site Ref: C16 Owner: Private 

 District: Chichester Size ha: 90.1  

 Parish: Trotton with Chithurst, Milland & Date: Identified May 1992 
  Stedham with Iping    

 National Grid Ref: SU843241 Author: Graham Roberts 

 Habitat: Semi‐natural woodland, broadleaved plantation, stream and pond  

SUMMARY 

This site which includes a complex of ancient woodlands, a stream and a hammer pond is of outstanding 

nature conservation importance. The narrow valley of the Hammer Stream, a tributary of the River Rother, 

is an important feature of the site. Most of the woodlands are ancient semi‐natural, with small areas of 

worked Chestnut coppice. The rich flora and insect fauna includes a number of rarities. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

In places the Hammer Stream has formed a gorge, with steep wooded slopes which are of great botanical 

importance. The Hay‐scented Buckler‐fern Dryopteris aemula, a very rare plant in West Sussex, is found here. 

Great Wood‐rush, Luzula sylvatica, an uncommon species, grows with Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus and 

Wood‐sorrel Oxalis acetosella. These steep banks are very rich in bryophytes. A rare liverwort, Bazzania 

trilobata, has been recorded with the mosses Dicranum majus and Leucobryum glaucum. 

Hammer Stream is lined by Alders as it flows through a small alluvial flood plain. An uncommon plant, Wood 

Club‐ rush Scirpus sylvaticus occurs with Opposite‐leaved Golden‐saxifrage Chrysosplenium oppositifolium, 

Moschatel Adoxa moschatellina, Common Valerian Valeriana officinalis, Cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis 

and Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris. 

Two other rare plants, Solomon’s Seal, Polygonatum multiflorum and Copse‐bindweed Fallopia dumetorum 

have been recorded. The latter occurs in young Chestnut coppice. 

The site has a rich butterfly fauna, including the rare Pearl‐bordered Fritillary and the uncommon Purple 

Hairstreak, White Admiral and Silver‐washed Fritillary. Giant Lacewing Osmylus fulvicephalus, a rare insect 

confined to woodlands with shady streams, was found in 1989. 



   
 

   
 

Breeding birds include all three species of woodpecker, Treecreeper, Garden Warbler, Grey Wagtail and 

Mandarin Duck. Kingfishers are seen on the stream. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Woodland rides and glades should be kept open to provide a suitable habitat for butterflies. Continued 

management of the Chestnut coppice will also maintain favourable conditions for many insects. 

5. QUAGS CORNER, STEDHAM COMMON    
 
Site Ref: C53 Owner: Private 
 
District: Chichester Size (ha): 8.8 

 

 
Parish: Stedham with Iping Date: Identified May 1992 
 
National Grid Ref: SU862217 Author: Marion Finch 
 
Habitat: Semi‐natural woodland and dry heath 

 
 

SUMMARY 

Quaggs Corner is an area of registered common land, located to the south of Stedham Village and just to the 

east of Iping Common SSSI, which includes a Local Nature Reserve and a Sussex Wildlife Trust Reserve. It is 

dominated by open woodland and Bracken Pteridium aquilinum but has areas of heathland; a restricted 

habitat in West Sussex. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The majority of the site is very open secondary Pine and Birch woodland, with occasional Oak, Rowan, Holly 

and Hazel, growing over dense Bracken, some Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum, Bramble Rubus 

fruticosus and Gorse. Purple Moor‐grass Molinia caerulea is locally abundant and some pockets of heath 

occur under the Bracken. 

In the North‐West corner is a fairly extensive area of heath, dominated by Heather Calluna vulgaris, with Bell 

Heather Erica cinerea and some Cross‐leaved Heather Erica tetralix. Lichens, including the attractive Cladonia 

portentosa are abundant on open ground. Pine and birch seedlings and saplings are scattered. 

The boundary includes areas of Pine plantation and rough grassland but these have been excluded from the 

SNCI as they are of limited value for wildlife. 

The site supports a varied community of small birds. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

The site urgently requires management to restore the areas of heathland. This will incorporate hand‐pulling 

tree seedlings and saplings, removing scattered trees and clearing Bracken to allow heath species to 

regenerate. Ideally it should be managed as part of the Iping Common complex. 

  



   
 

   
 

6. RIVER ROTHER   

Site Ref: H53 / C69 Owner: Private 

District: Horsham & Chichester Size (ha): 148.5 (36km length) 

Parish: Various Date: 
Identified May 1992. Revised May 1994 & 
April 2010. 

National Grid Ref: SU772230 to TQ034180 Author: Marion Finch, Graham Roberts & Kate Ryland 

Habitat: River, neutral grassland, semi‐natural woodland and scrub 
 

SUMMARY 

The site consists of the River Rother, several of its tributaries, and adjoining areas of woodland, carr, marshy 

grassland, fen and rough pasture. Local variations in the river and its vegetation occur as it flows east from 

the Hampshire border to its confluence with the Arun near Pulborough. This variation, and the quality of the 

adjoining habitats, makes the site extremely important for wildlife. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

At its western end the river is generally narrow with high, steep banks. There is little marginal vegetation 

due to the steep river profile and fast current, but patches of Reed Canary‐grass Phalaris arundinacea and 

Branched Bur‐reed Sparganium erectum occur. The banks are often lined with Alder. Moving east, the river 

widens but is generally similar, although variations in water speed, depth and substrate influence the amount 

and type of vegetation present. 

Many of the wet woodlands along the Rother are of great botanical interest, supporting the uncommon 

Alternative‐ leaved Golden‐saxifrage Chrysosplenium alternifolium, wood stitchwort Stellaria neglecta and 

Large Bitter‐cress Cardamine amara. Good examples of diverse wet woodland, wet grassland and fen 

habitats are represented near Easebourne. 

Of the tributaries, Hammer Stream is most important as it has excellent cover and provides a link between 

the river and Hammer Pond. Other streams are generally dominated by Alder, with marshy vegetation. 

Several are important mollusc sites. Selham Fen supports a large population of the nationally rare snail 

Vertigo moulinsiana. 

The nationally rare Narrow‐leaved Water‐dropwort Oenanthe silaifolia occurs in several of the meadows 

near Stopham Bridge and in the wet meadows near Shopham Loop and the fen at Skeets Moor there are 

populations of the nationally scarce species and Sussex rarity cowbane Cicuta virosa. 

The rich fauna includes breeding Grey Wagtail and Kingfisher, fish such as Brown Trout, Grayling, Perch, 

Stone Loach and Minnow, and both Banded and Beautiful Demoiselle damselflies. Water shrew has been 

recorded at Skeets Moor near the restored Shopham Loop. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

The site is too large and varied to give comprehensive management recommendations here. Basic aims 

should be to maintain water quality and depth, retain good bankside cover, prevent improvement of 

drainage of the marshy grassland and avoid dredging or disturbance of the river.  



   
 

   
 

7. OAKHAM COMMON    
 
Site Ref: C95 Owner: Private 
 
District: Chichester Size (ha): 2.3 

 

 
Parish: Stedham with Iping Date: Identified May 1997 
 
National Grid Ref: SU856245 Author: Kate Ryland 
 
Habitat: Heathland   

 
 

SUMMARY 

This site is a small area of heathland within a much larger common that is predominantly wooded. It supports 

typical dry heathland vegetation and is an excellent example of the effects of restoration management on 

degraded heath. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

This part of Oakham Common is now dominated by young Bell Heather Erica cinerea and Ling Calluna vulgaris 

with Dwarf Gorse Ulex minor and Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile. The paths that cross the site and the 

marginal areas have a grass‐heath flora comprising Common Bent Agrostis capillaris, Sweet Vernal‐grass 

Anthoxanthum odoratum, Fescues Festuca spp., Tormentil Potentilla erecta, Sheep’s Sorrel Rumex acetosella 

and Heath Speedwell Veronica officinalis. 

The heathland vegetation has been restored successfully by clearing invasive Bracken Pteridium aquilinum, 

Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum and Birch Betula spp.. Small areas of Nettle Urtica dioica, Bramble 

Rubus fruticosus, Wood Sage Teucrium scorodonia and Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea are present where 

heather does not dominate on disturbed ground. 

Scattered mature trees of Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris, Silver Birch Betula pendula and Oak Quercus robur have 

been left for the benefit of heathland birds. The site is surrounded by mixed woodland with invasive 

Rhododendron. 

In the southeast corner there is a small damp flush which supports a lush Sphagnum lawn with Heath 

Woodrush Luzula multiflora, Lesser Stitchwort Stellaria graminea and Germander Speedwell Veronica 

chamaedrys. Adjacent to this flush is a small area dominated by Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus which may 

have been a fire site in the past. 

Abundant invertebrates including bees, spiders, flies and butterflies occur in this site. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

The current management is responsible for the restoration of this valuable area of heathland and should be 

continued i.e. control of Bracken, Birch and Rhododendron. Grazing or mowing should ultimately be used if 

possible. 



OTHER IMPORTANT HABITATS  
Other habitats recorded in the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre are: 

• Deciduous Woodland 

• Traditional Orchard 

• Ancient Woodland 

• Wood pasture and parkland 

• Tree Register of British Isles 

• Ancient Tree Hunt 

• Notable Road Verges 

The Stedham History and Nature Group undertook a major project in 2006 of making habitat maps of 

the whole parish.   They also mapped field boundaries and identified trees.  This work was all sent for 

archiving and can be obtained through Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre. 

NOTABLE ROAD VERGES 
Notable Road Verges (NRVs) are areas of roadside verge that have been designated for their special 

wildlife interest. They can hold spectacular displays of wild flowers, including rare orchids and other 

plant species indicative of old meadows, and can be of great importance to invertebrates and fungi. 

There is no statutory protection for road verges, but they can be found within both non‐statutory and 

statutory designations. 

As linear features, road verges naturally traverse a wide range of habitat types, soils and geology. The 

species composition of NRVs can therefore be varied. Swathes of cow parsley, cuckoo flower, 

primroses and orchids can be found. Downland herbs, meadow flowers and heathers support a range 

of insects, as do the areas of bare ground which are used by nesting bees and wasps. Reptiles, 

amphibians and mammals can find shelter along these verges and use them as valuable green 

corridors. 

As the Highway Authorities, the County Councils are responsible for the cutting and management of 

roadside verges, and they also have a responsibility to conserve biodiversity. Where health and safety 

measures allow, this is achieved by restricting cutting to certain times of the year (usually when wild 

flowers have set seed in late summer) and using different techniques to standard verge cutting. 

The initiatives for designating and managing NRVs differ between East and West Sussex. NRVs in West 

Sussex are identified by short oak posts with red discs. In East Sussex they are marked by posts with 

yellow metal flowers. 

In West Sussex, the following guidelines are used to help identify NRVs: 

1. Site supports locally rare, notable or protected species of flora or fauna e.g. the plant 

coralroot. This type of bittercress is only found in two localised areas of the UK; the Sussex 

Weald and the Chilterns. 

2. Site is a good example of an uncommon, remnant or declining habitat e.g. species of sandy 

grassland along Rock Road in the Parish of Washington. 



   
 

   
 

3. Site has good overall species diversity e.g. Mallions Lane near Cuckfield. 

4. The assemblage of wild flowers has high aesthetic value e.g. Franklyn Road outside Haywards 

Heath hospital with a wonderful display of common spotted orchids in early summer. 

5. Site has wildlife value that is regarded as important by the local community e.g. Barnham Road 

at Eastergate. 

The Notable Road Verges in our parish are: 

• Along the A272, between Midhurst and Rogate 

• Fitzhall Road, a 40m section either side of the drive to Fitzhall House 



   
 

   
 

FLOODING 
SIPC has worked in partnership with WSCC Operation Watershed to deal with flooding in the village 

of Stedham, at Bridgefoot, Stedham Lane and at Iping.    

However, there are parts of the parish where vigilance is needed in the event of prolonged heavy rain 

The River Rother runs from west to east through the parish and there have been major flooding events 

in the past both at Stedham and Iping.   The Environment Agency operates a call system whereby 

residents of properties along the river are telephoned in the event of likely flooding. At Risk Volunteers 

can also be kept informed of the situation.  

 

The western end of School Lane can be prone to flooding unless the ditches on the Common land 

under the road, as well as those behind the Hamilton Arms and the other properties in School Lane 

are kept clear 

  



   
 

   
 

MINSTED SANDPIT  
In March 2014 and August 2016 two consultancies, independently, submitted hydrogeological reports 

on behalf of the sandpit's operators in pursuit of the ongoing ROMP. 

Both reports highlighted the risks of rising water levels in the sandpit lake due to the blinding of its 

bottom by silt - but with differences as to the likely rate of water-rise over the years.  The reports also 

differed in their conclusions as to the extent of local impact but both agreed that mitigation measures 

should be in place and regular monitoring should be undertaken.  

In terms of the environment some of the issues noted are  

(i) the potential for the drying out of the SSSI, (which lies above the lake) 

(ii) the potential for the sandpit to flood into Quag’s Corner and River Woolmer (which 

lies below the lake) caused by a perpetually rising water level if no control is exercised. 

There is currently a Review of Mineral Permissions (ROMP) underway, which affects the future 

operation of the sandpit. 



   
 

   
 

DARK SKIES  
The parish benefits from dark skies and the Parish Council have always supported a Dark Skies policy.  

It is suggested that the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to reinforce the importance of our dark skies in our 

parish. Our desire is to maintain a positive Dark Skies initiative to preserve the rural nature of our 

parish. The draft South Downs Local Plan doe sinclude a dark night skies policy but it is considered that 

it does not bring in strict enough controls on development.  

Possible ways to support the dark night skies policy through the neighbourhood plan include: 

• No additional street lighting including downlighting. 

• Minimising the use of roof windows (Velux type) and large external expanses of glass (doors 

in barn conversions for example)  

• Minimising any garden and/or outside illumination. 


